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think (which I am very far indeed from admitting)
they should welcome any appreciation which they
evoke. I remember reading, with something like
nausea, the complacent comment of a young teacher
whose boys had been reading Marmion, " They soon
saw through this fustian ": a teacher of English who
can forget that fustian is very difficult to see through
is unfit for his post, and he has no business to forget
that many great poets both liked and wrote, as boys,
verses for which fustian would be a complimentary
epithet.

The truth, no doubt, is that taste is a plant of
slow growth: there is an Old Dispensation which has
to be passed through before the New can be appreci-
ated, and it may be that the poems of Ella Wheeler
Wilcox serve the same preparatory purposes for a
literary boy as the more blood-thirsty rites of primi-
tive Israel served for the religious Jew.

We ought to recognize that there are some poets
who are definitely poets for the mature taste: I have
already suggested that the young will probably like
Wordsworth as little as they like Virgil, or, if they
like either, will like the wrong passages for the wrong
reason, There is something, in fact a great deal, to
be said for making boys learn by heart, in days when
the memory is retentive, poetry which they do not
appredate at the time, but we must not be impatient
or disappointed if knowledge comes but appreciation
lingers.
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